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Brief
Tomas Sedlacek gained international fame for his award-winning, bestselling book Economics of Good and Evil: The Quest for Economic Meaning from Gilgamesh to Wall Street (Oxford University Press, 2011), which was translated into 22 languages and received the prestigious German “Wirtschaftsbuchpreis” at Frankfurt Book Fair for its original philosophical contribution to economics. In Switzerland, he was listed among the top 100 influential global thinkers (Top 100 Thought Leaders, GDI). For 16 years, he was the Chief Macroeconomic Strategist at CSOB, the largest Czech bank. For over a decade, he served under various Prime Ministers in the National Economic Council of the Czech Government (NERV), spoke at WEF Davos and was a part of For He is currently the Director of the Václav Havel Presidential Library think tank. 
Detailed
Born in 1977 in Prague, Czech Republic, Sedlacek grew up partially in Prague, Czechoslovakia and Helsinki, Finland (1981-1986) - having the rare view of the Iron Curtain from both sides. At the age of 12, he participated in the 1989 Velvet Revolution alongside his parents. Later, he lived and was educated in Copenhagen, Denmark (1994-1999). 
During his studies at Charles University, Throughout all this, he was active in academic circles, both writing and teaching at universities worldwide. He wrote a number of case studies with Harvard University and Georgetown University and published weekly columns in major economic newspapers, which were later published in a book trilogy, Second Derivative of Desire. After his work at the Ministry of Finance, he received a fellowship at Yale University as a Yale World Fellow in 2006; during this time, Yale Economic Review ranked him among the Five Hot Young Guns in Economics. 
Before he worked for President Václav Havel, he served as a teaching assistant to the Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences at Charles University, co-teaching Ethics and Economics, Institutional Economics, and the History of Economic Thought. He was the Executive Assistant to the Board of The Leadership Forum, a corporation established between Georgetown University and Charles University, initiated by Václav Havel in 1990. This was a gathering of businesspeople striving for excellence in leadership through post-communist transformation and advocating for business ethics. Prior to this, he established a student debate organisation Economics Club (e-club), which hosted prime ministers and governors of the Czech National Bank and various global economists (Prof. Stiglitz, Paul Valker).
At the age of 24, shortly after his cum laude graduation, Sedlacek became an economic advisor (2001-2003) to Václav Havel, the President of the Czech Republic. After Havel’s departure from office, he established the Vaclav Havel Presidential Library - a US-inspired think tank -  in the summer of 2003.
He toured the Czech Republic with a pro-EU message before the 2003 extremely positive EU accession referendum. 
To secure front row seat to witness the EU accession (May 2004), he served as a non-political economic advisor to the Minister of Finance and deputy Prime Minister of the Czech Republic. He was responsible for fiscal reform, pensions and health care reforms and number of tax reforms (VAT, personal income tax and corporate tax) and paid close attention to EU accession finalization. He was responsible for negotiations with the World Bank and OECD. He toured the world on a roadshow for the extremely successful inaugural  Czech eurobond emission (1,5 billion euros). During this time, he cooperated with Europeum think tank. 


Upon returning from Yale, he worked as a Chief Macroeconomic Strategist at a major Czech bank, CSOB, for sixteen years. Innitated by the financial crisis in 2008, he became a founding and long term member of the National Economic Council, an advisory body to the Government of Czech Republic (NERV (https://vlada.gov.cz/en/ppov/ekonomicka-rada/clenove/tomas-sedlacek-82856/) and became its unofficial coordinator and spokesperson.  
His book was turned into a theatre play (https://www.listovani.cz/index.php/repertoar/pro-dospele/item/ekonomie-dobra-a-zla) with LisToVani and he again toured the Bohemain lands with this interactive 3-person, 2 hour performance, in which he himself acted (https://archiv.hkw.de/de/app/search/index?q=economic). the show gained international traction and was performed in London, Berlin, Bucharest, Bath, and Helsinky and other cities. 

Tomas Sedlacek has spoken at the World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos on several occasions and has become a member of the Program Council for New Economic Thinking at WEF. He spoke at the Royal Academy of Arts (https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/), Google headquarters in NYC (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B_YIKK6taIE)
He was a member of an advisory body to EC president Barroso on New Narrative for Europe. He was sent on pro-democratic, transition-ready economic missions to Egypt, Kurdistan and Tunisia by the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs. For many years, he taught at their Diplomatic Academy summer school, preparing future diplomats for their missions. 

He became an internationally sought-after media commentator and an entertaining and engaging speaker (100+ keynotes (https://londonspeakerbureau.com/speaker-profile/tomas-sedlacek/) with London Speakers Bureau), Tomas travelled the world to debate burning questions of current economics with glitch mirrors from the deepest mythological past, philosophies and beliefs which he likes to combine with a wide variety of other fields. He debated with Nasim Taleb, Dan Ariely, Deidre McCloskey, David Graeber, Markus Gabriel, Peter Sloterdijk, Timothy Garton Ash, Yanis Varoufakis, 
Current activities
In 2024 he established SpiritAcademy with his wife Tanja and son Chriss - offering 3 hours long personal fire-side lectures for professionals based on LinkedIn. The year 2024 he spent together with his son Chris  igniting love and curiousity for Math&Economics in 1000+ children around the country under their #Father&Son programme. Due to high spontaneous demand, he is taught five evening semesters of “MetaMorphosis of Body, Soul and Spirit of Economics” - 20 lectures 3 hours each -  under his new Tomas Sedlacek Academy in the legendary Malostranská Beseda, Prague. Here he offers his original take on reuniting economics with the rest of the humanities. 
      He is currently finishing 4 books: Metamorphosis of Body, Soul and Spirit of Economics, Job of God, Lilith and the Demons of Capital and Spirit of Europe. 
He is married to Tanja and has two children, Chris (17) and Europa (2). They live in the heart of Prague. He was a friend of Karel Schwrzenberg, David Černý, 
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Topics/lectures:

BUSINESS:  Google, New York (2012, Workshops 2018, 2019), KBC Global Finance Management Forum, Brussels (2014); National Bank Correspondent Network, Toronto (2014); Future of Banking Conference, Rotterdam (2014); Global Alliance for Banking on Values, Berlin (2013); Deutsche Bahn AG, Postdam (2013); SAS Institute annual EMEA Leadership Series 2013, Amsterdam (2013); Markant Annual Congress, France (2013 and 2022); National Bank Correspondent Network, Toronto (2013); Coface, country risk conference (2017,2018), Microsoft Envision (2020) Deutsche Telecon Global (2021), Blue Orchard Impact Summit St. Moritz (2022), Capgemini, Paris (2022), 
 over 30 foreign high-level business lectures a year to corporate clients

FINANCE: World Economic Forum in Davos (2012) and Dubai (2014); European Central Bank, Frankfurt (2014); CFA Institute, Seattle (2014), Netherlands (2013); Frankfurt Main Finance – Frankfurt Finance Summit (2014); European Economic Congress, Poland (2012); Conference for APN, Paris (2014); European Banking Conference, Frankfurt (2012); Finethikon - Congress on Finance Ethics, Zürich (2012); Institute Economy of the Future, Frankfurt (2014); The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung Conference, Königstein (2014), Sustainable Finance Forum Luxemburg (2018), Singapore Sustainability Symposium (2018), 

EUROPEAN UNION: New Narrative for Europe, Brussels (2013 – present); “Promise of the EU”, European Commission, Rome (2014); Forum Evropejskie, Warsaw (2012); “40 UNDER 40” - European Young Leaders, Brussels, Rome (2014); Lecture for European Commission, Bratislava, Budapest (2014); Brussels European commission Culture Forum, Brussels (2013); Forum on “Culture & Development” New Narrative, Lisbon (2015); First General Assembly on Culture and Thinking on Europe in Poland, Warsaw (2013), Friends of Europe - State of Europe roundtable, Brussels (2013)

ACADEMIC: Post-Keynesian Conference in Aalborg (2014); The State of Joy - Yale Center for Faith & Culture, New Haven (2014); Yale World Fellows Program, Forum, New Haven (2013); Gottlieb Duttweiler Institute, Zürich (2013, 2015, 2017); Amsterdam Academic Conference, VU University Amsterdam (2013); lecture for Columbia University and Center for Economic Governance, New York (2013); St. Gallen Symposium, Switzerland (2012); Van der Leeuw Lecture, Groningen (2014); lecture for UniCredit CEE Student Circle, Vienna University of Economics and Business (2013); Economics and Business student Faculty association Conference, University of Groningen (2014); Academic Schuman Lecture, Maastricht University (2014); lecture for Radboud University Nijmegen, Netherlands (2014), London School of Economincs, London (2017), University of Northern Colorado (2018), Kozminsky University (2018), University of Konstanz (2018), University of Nebraska (2018), Fribourg University Integral Economics Module (2022-2023), Anadolu Üniversitesi (2022), Institute for Advanced Studies in Culture, University of Virginia (2022).

THEOLOGY: Theology of Joy, Yale divinity center, “Impossibility of Joy”, USA (2014, 2018); "Market, ethics and religion" symposium, Copenhagen (2014); ICF, Zurich (2012); ICF Mittelland, Zurich (2013); The Congress for Christian Leaders, Gideons, Suhl (2014); Italian Philanthropy Forum - Wealth against poverty, Rome (2013); European Christian Political Foundation Congress, Brussels (2012); German Protestant Kirchentag, Hamburg (2013); Theological conference "Towards a Christian Ethic in contemporary Europe", Paris (2014); Interdisciplinary Conference "Economic Theology, Theological Economics", Rome (2014); Christliches forum, Bern (2014); Kongress christlicher Führungskräfte, Hamburg (2014); Conference “Leading with Values”, Austria (2013), New York Q Cities, USA (2013), University of Asheville (2020)
	Cambridge Leaders Apologetics, NOrhter Virginia lecture, Wheaton stay

POLITICS: National Economic Council; Forum 2000 conference, Prague (2010 - 2020); OECD, Paris ; NATO Post 2014, Brussels; European Forum Alpbach, Austria (2012 - present); The State of Europe Forum, Dublin (2013), Zurich Economic Impulse (2017), WHO - The Ministreal Conference, Estonia Talin (2018), CEE forum with Ivan Krastev, Bratislava (2017), Progressive Slovakia, Žilina (2018)

PHILOSOPHY: Dutch Philosophy Night, Amsterdam (2013); The Day of Philosophy, Tilburg (2013); Philosophy Festival DRIFT, Amsterdam (2014); Festival der Philosophie, Hannover (2012); Alpbach Talks, Vienna (2012); International Economic Forum: Les Rencontres Economiques d'Aix-en-Provence, France (2013), Schloss Elmau, Germany (2013), Club of Rome, Zürich (2013), CEE Forum (2017, debate with Prof. Stiglitz 2022), European Festival of Philosophy, Velké Meziřící (2008-2023)

LITERATURE: European Literature Night III, London (2011); Internationales Literaturfest lit.COLOGNE, Germany (2012 – present); Slovenian Book Fair, Ljubljana (2014); Prague Writers Festival, Prague (2013); Leipzig Book Fair (2015); Literaturhaus Zürich, Zürich (2012); Book Fair Frankfurt (2012); Mind the Book, Antwerp (2013); The Literary Festival, Ascona (2013); Big Book Festival, Warszaw (2014), Frankfurt Bookfair (2022).

ART: Katz Contemporary, Zürich (2013); BOZAR, Brussels (2014); GLOBArt Academy, Krems (2012); Project “Rich and poor” at Schauspielhaus, Zürich (2013), Slot Art Festival, Poland (2012); What Would Thomas Bernhard Do, Kunsthalle Wien (2013); Royal Society of Arts, London (2011); Hacking Habitat – Art of Control, Utrecht (2015); Debate in 3 Acts – “Bridging the Divide: Arts, Economics and Irrational”, Museum for modern art, Vienna (2014), Open Eyes Economy and Art Summit (2018)

MEDIA: published over 580 articles in leading Czech economic daily, contributed to Handelsblatt, International Herald Tribune, New York Times, Swiss TV Sternstunde Philsophie, Die Furche, Der Spiegel, Die Zeit, Schweizer Monat

INTERNET AND DIGITALIZATION: Into the Digital for Avast, Prague (2015); ZURICH.MINDS, Zürich (2012); d.day, currents of the digital age, Berlin (2014), Week of Innovation (20021,2022, 2023,2024).

PSYCHOLOGY: World Psychology Forum, Prague (2015); Lectures and seminars for Psychology magazine, Prague.
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